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i women who were an incredible mixture of heroism and
\conceit, magnificence and meanness, made heroes out of
(them and organized an unarmed revolt against British rule.
He weaned the country from anarchy and terrorism and
saved the political struggle from losing its soul. The
transfer of power on August 15, 1947, marked the end of
that struggle. The fight was a clean one, it was completely
free from any trace of racial bitterness or feeling. It has
ended in a settlement reached in a spirit of good temper
and friendliness. The credit for it is due to Gandhi.
/ Freedom for Gandhi is not a mere political fact. It is
I a social reality. He struggled not only to free India from
foreign rule but free her from social corruption and com-
munal strife. He strove for a free and united India. The
I hour of his triumph proved to be the hour of his humilia-
f tion. The division of the country is a grievous wrong we
have suffered. Our leaders caught in a mood of frustra-
tion, tired of communal killings, which disgraced the
country for some months past, anxious to give relief to the
harassed, distraught multitudes acquiesced in the parti-
tion of India against their better judgement and the advice
of Gandhi. The New Delhi celebrations on August 15
Gandhi would not attend. He excused himself and was
engaged in his lonely trek in the villages of Bengal, walk-
ing on foot, comforting the poor and the homeless, entreat-
ing them to remove from their hearts every trace of
suspicion, bitterness and resentment. The division of the
country has not resulted in communal peace but has
actually increased communal bitterness. The large migra-
tions, the thousands of people wandering to and fro, weary,
uprooted, heavy laden, the mad career of communal vio-
lence, worst of all the spiritual degradation all around,
suspicion, anger, doubt, pity, grief, absence of hope filled
Gandhi with deep sorrow and led him to devote the rest
of his life to the psychological solution of this problem.
Hi$ fasts at Calcutta and Delhi had a sobering effect but
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